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chiefly on large mechanized state farms.   Pigs and cattle are
reared in considerable numbers.
The warmer climate of the southern part of the Ussuri
valley and the Prekhana Lowland creates the most favourable
conditions for agricultural development in the whole of the
Far East. In the past the soil was cultivated mainly by
Koreans, who also kept horses and cattle. They lived in small
cabins surrounded by cultivated fields and gardens. As of
old, the Korean villages to-day are spread out over a square
mile or more of land, since there is no lack of water, and no
need to concentrate the houses at one particular spot. Instead,
each cabin stands amid its own plot of land. Like the Chinese,
the Koreans cultivate maize, millet, and wheat.
Since the establishment of state and collective farms the
acreage sown to these crops has been greatly increased, a
necessary step in order to provide food for the growing indus-
trial population of the to\\-ns. The acreage of sugar-beet is
increasing year by year.
In the Prekhana Lowland large areas are devoted to
'Chinese5 crops such as rice, soya bean, and kaoliang, a kind
of millet.
Industry. Khabarovsk and Vladivostock are also the centres
of new industrial regions. Oil from Sakhalin, coal from the
Bureya basin, ironJfrom the Little Khingan Mountains, the
Amur valley and mines to the south of Lake Hanka, provide
the raw: materials for heavy industry.
Khabarovsk has been described as the metropolis of the
Far East. It is situated at a focal point for the bringing
together of ra\v materials and the exporting of the finished
products, for it lies at the junction of the Amur and Ussuri
waterways, in the centre of the depression which has an outlet
at either end on the Pacific coast. It stands on the Trans-
Siberian Railway at its junction with the new Amur railway,
connecting Khabarovsk with Nikolayevsk. It is thus connected
to the sources of coal, iron, and petroleum, as well as to the
t\vo Pacific ports.
In addition to agricultural engineering works the town
possesses large new oil and petroleum refineries. It has